
VERMONT’S EARLY CHILDHOOD STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL



Our Collective Vision for Vermont’s Children And 
Their Families

Goal 4: The early childhood system 
will be integrated, well resourced 
and data-informed 

Goal 3:  All Children and Families 
Have Access to High-Quality 
Opportunities That Meet Their 
Needs

Goal 2: Families and Communities 
Play A Leading Role in Children’s 
Wellbeing 

Goal 1: All Children Have A Healthy 
Start 



Building Bright Futures 
Early Childhood 

Infrastructure and 450+ 
Person Network

The Building Bright Futures State 
Advisory Council and network 
infrastructure is charged by Act 
104/Title 33, Chapter 46 to use 
evidence and data to monitor the 
system of services and provide the 
mechanism to support 
accountability. 



Vermont’s Early Childhood 
Data and Policy Center | Vermontkidsdata.org

● DATA: A data dashboard, National and Vermont-specific 
datasets, data spotlights, and fact sheets

● POLICY: Early Childhood Policy updates, SAC Network 
recommendations, memos on Build Back Better, and BBF 
Legislative Testimony

● PUBLICATIONS: Reports and publications from BBF, 
agency, community and national partners, recorded 
research presentations, webinars, and coming soon, 
Early Childhood Grand Rounds 



Early Childhood Workforce

Challenges & Vacancies

Mental Health
● 18% vacancy rate in October 2022

Head Start:
● 17% of staff left during the program year

Child Care
● 16% fewer staff from 2018 to 2021



Child Development & Education

Early Care and Education 

● Child Care Enrollment: 16,381 children 
enrolled in regulated early childhood 
education programs.

● Quality & Access: 76% of infants, 54% of 
toddlers and 52% of preschoolers do not 
have access to high-quality programs

● Afterschool: 19,092 children served in 
afterschool programs



• Value of care coordination
• Housing as a critical basic need
• Elevating and compensating lived experience and 

family voice
• Early childhood education workforce
• Quality early childhood care and education
• Mental health workforce, services, and trauma and 

resilience training
• Collective legislative action and monitoring and 

accountability in early childhood governance
• Inequities in data collection and reporting

2023 POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE VERMONT EARLY CHILDHOOD 
STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL NETWORK


